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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL REVIEW OF IRAN, FEB. 15, 2010, GENEVA

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Procedure

IRAN

Women in political positions, protection of women, disabled persons, juveniles, alternative dispute mechanisms, promotion of NGOs, review of authority of judges, protection of children, victims of crimes, promotion of public participation of victims of crimes, laws relating to organized crime

Human rights committee is commission based on article 90 of the constitution that is responsible for public complaints against parliament, responsible for legislation relating to judicial and legal issues including those relating to human rights. These positions indicate the elevation of parliament in the role of human rights.

UNITED STATES

Millions of Iranians have expressed concern, government of Iran has suppressed protestors. The United States condemn growing restrictions on freedom of expression. Journalists have been prevented from doing their jobs. Iranians are trying to exercise their right to freedom of expression. We are also concerned about treatment of detainees and detention of Americans, systematic government suppression of bahai’s, Sufis. The government of Iran should discontinue show trials, eliminate extreme restriction of freedom of expression and assembly, uphold freedom of worship, cease torture and detention, investigate accusations of torture, allow special rapporteurs, allow a visit by the High Commissioner, and allow access to groups that have requested permission to visit.

CANADA

Canada is seriously concerned with the continual deterioration in Iran and violent crackdown on civilians. Contrary to Iran’s constitution, peaceful demonstrations have been met with widespread detention, ill-treatment and torture. Canada recommends that Iran release or charge all persons detained in connection with these demonstrations, investigate and charge paramilitary officials accused of mistreating or torturing. Canada also recommends that Iran amend its penal code law so that it does not infringe on the guaranteed rights of freedom of expression and assembly. Canada also recommend that it amend article 24 of its constitution so that it does not infringe on the rights of journalists, Canada also recommends that Iran immediately halt the executions of juveniles. 

FRANCE

France is deeply alarmed. This situation has deteriorated in the last eight months. The government is engaging in bloody repression of its own people. Thousands have been imprisoned, acts of torture and rape have been recorded. France recommends that Iran accepts the establishment of a credible, independent investigation mechanism, accept a visit from the working group on arbitrary detention, recommends that authorities cooperate with the rapporteurs on torture. In the light of the serious imperfections of the judicial system, France recommends that Iran guarantee the workings of the political system and guarantee the rights of those detained. Iran must authorize international observers to attend trials. Iran must adopt a moratorium on the death penality, and give up the executions of persons who were juveniles. 

SLOVENIA

Iran consistently holds writers and journalists in blatant violation of their rights and freedoms. WE recommend a moratorium on trials, for the government to conduct a review of legislation to make sure it aligns with article 19. Repression of religious minorities particularly the bahais is worsening. We would like to ask if the government intends to stop mistreatment, especially for children. We call on all schools to respect the freedom of religion and belief and stop all teachers who discriminate against bahai children. We are alarmed by juvenile executions, direct contravention to Iran’s commitment under international law. We recommend the government to halt all executions of juveniles.

ISRAEL
Iran’s widescale and escalating attack on its civilians is the type of problem this assembly was designed to address. Iranians are prevented from realizing their most basic rights and freedoms. There is no freedom of expression, assembly or religion. This is not a matter of politics, today’s meeting in Geneva is about the threats Iran’s rulers make day after day on its own people. The effort must go far beyond this UPR. Israel recommends that Iran end all incitement to hatred on holocaust remembrance and denial, seek third-state action through proxy to fund non-state actors, abolish public executions, comply with ICCPR and prohibit executions of persons under the age of 18 at the time of their offense, end degrading treatment, repeal all discriminatory provisions against women and girls, eliminate in law and practice all persons belonging to ethnic and linguistic minorities.

PRESIDENT

I would like to remind all speakers to deal with all issues of human rights with dignity and respect.

AUSTRALIA

Australia is extremely concerned by the ongoing use of capital punishment and the use of stoning as a method of execution, particularly the treatment of Bahai’s. Australia recommends Iran to cease all execution of juvenile offenders, cease execution by stoning, ensuring the trials of the seven bahais is fair and transparent, that Iran amend all legislation against treatment of minorities, ensure against excessive force, ensure that laws do not criminalize freedom of expression and assembly, invite special rapporteur on torture to visit the country, organize a delegation from the high commissioner. 

UK remains concerned of the situation in Iran after the elections particularly the situation of expression, assembly and ill-treatment of detainees, we highlight serious concerns for detainees, methods of collecting evidence. We favor that Iran facilitate visits by all special procedure mandate holders, issue an invitation to the Secretary-General to visit Iran, end culture of impunity, new penal code safeguard rights guaranteed by ICCPR, removing offenses open to manipulation used to curtail freedom of assembly, Iran remove reservation to CRC and declare a moratorium on juvenile executions.

NICARAGUA

Iran is one of the oldest civilizations of the Iran from the river of the 6th millennium BC to the Persian empire and myriad of cultures have enriched it. The 1979 Iranian revolution has been another credible example of how a people have made history to free themselves from a repressive monarchy. Nicaragua has been a victim of the same oppressors and recognizes this spirit of fighting and hope. It is because of this right that we respect the different cultural rights and character of all nations. Iran believes it is obliged to respect the laws of Islamic sharia so the application of human rights standards is more difficult to actually implement so the international community has the duty to recognize these weaknesses. Nicaragua recognizes the progress made in the last few decades in addition to its commitment to notable treaties and applaud the open invitation to various working groups. We recommend that Iran redouble its efforts.

Brazil

Multilateralism and dialogue must be taken when there are differences. Iran demonstrates its commitment to dialogue by appearing today. The existing standing invitation to special procedures is another opportunity to open more dialogue. Iran could profit from interaction with the ILO. Brazil acknowledges Iran’s high level achievement with these organizations. Iran has called for the international community to exchange in a fair and equal dialogue. Brazil recommends that Iran do the same domestically. The bahai community deserves due process of law. In the spirit of cooperation, Brazil recommends the protection and enhancement of fair trial, freedom of expression, assembly and develop a legal framework to protect the rights of women.

Cuba

Cuba would like to welcome Iran whose people are working intensively with a view to bringing about its economic and social development. The Iranian revolution allowed the people to exercise its right to self-determination and end the rule of Shah Pahlavi which despite its brutal repression received Western technology and nuclear weapons The report that has been repsented depicts the positive factors and highlights the strategic plan for the country which addresses job creation health social security and cultural rights. More than 95 percent of people have access to primary health care, the creation of cultural and sports centers over the last four years has made a great impact. This highlights the exercise of rights of all groups despite the coercive unilateral measures that have affected the country. Cuba respects its rich historical heritage.

Spain
Spain would like to express its concern for continuing human rights situation, and recommends that Iran allow groups to enter the country. Iran is the state with the second-largest number of executions in the world and recommends that Iran revise its penal code and limit the number of offenses that can be addressed by the capital punishment, specifically prohibit the application of the dealth penalty on young people, including the bahai community and call on Iran to amend the provisions of criminal procedure that allow the denial of a lawyer and guarantee transparency and investigate the process against public officials and prosecute paramilitary officers who are accused of abuse. We call on them to sign the convention against women and torture the optional protocols.

Lebanon

We welcome Iran, led by the Secretary General Larijani, thank you for exhaustive report which shows how much Iran values the UPR and this session. In reviewing the contents, we have noted the efforts made by Iran to promote social, economic and political rights of women, applaud effort to protect children, disabled persons at legislative and practical levels. My delegation recommends it continue its efforts of development for the next 20 years to ensure sustainable and ongoing development, we recognize positive achievement of access to education despite obstacles. We recommend that Iran pursue its endeavors to guarantee all basic education, continue its efforts, taking into account specific characteristics and needs of Iranians society.

Venezuela

This has shed light on the efforts and commitments entered into by Iran to promote and protect HR ever since the revolution which took the people out of the hands of a regime that was serving a foreign, imperial power.  We would like to commend the policies of the Iranian govt to promote the health, providing the highest number of people free care.  Venezuela would like to respectfully recommend that Iran continue providing for the needs of its people and cooperating with developing nations to promote the right to development.

Luxembourg

The general deterioration of the HR situation in Iran has aroused the concern of Luxembourg.  This is represented by infringement on free expression, increased death penalty, esp. for minors, the intensification for oppression, abuse, discrimination against women.  My govt would like to know about the tangible commitments…recommend accepting SR, put an end to discr and incitement to hatred, esp for Bahais, full respect for rights to Bahai’s, end of incitement to hatred against Bahai’s, ratify the Convention Against Torture, CEDAW.

Germany

Germany welcomes the delegation of Iran.  Germany remains deeply concerned about the way Iran handled the protests after the election.  Would like to know why the citizens of the Islamic Republic are being hampered from having a peaceful dialogue about the future of their govt, including the Constitution.  Germany would like to know how the govt is reconciling this view with respecting the UDHR and other conventions it has ratified.  Recommends ending policy of Islamic intolerance to members of other religions, particularly the Bahai, ending child prostitution and child pornography, and respect freedom of religion.

Ireland

Violations of basic HR are taking place, including violations of free expression and the use of the death penalty.  There are reports of widespread attacks on HR defenders.  We deplore attempts to restrict the actions of people involved in peaceful protests.  We note with grave concern the high use of the death penalty in Iran and its use on minors.  We call on Iran to end the use of the death penalty against minors, and we call on Iran to uphold its obligations under the ICCPR.  We call on Iran to end discrimination against women.  Ireland recommends the HR of detainees and prisoners are respected and that any abuse ends immediately.
Pakistan

It provides a comprehensive overview of the efforts made by the Iranian govt to promote and protect the HR of its citizens.  Iran is a country with rich traditions and a grand civilization which has contributed to local tradition, literature and values.  An elaborate judicial system is an important pillar of Iranian social justice system.  We recommend Iran to share its experience and expertise in the area of health and health tourism, share its experiences and best practices with other countries on the protection of peoples with disabilities, and its national election plan for HR.  we urge Iran to ensure the protection of the rights of its citizens.  We should acknowledge that no country in the world can claim a blemish-free HR record.

Libya

My delegation has looked very closely at the report from Iran.  We commend the legislation on HR from Iran and we commend the principles of the judiciary system in Iran, including impartiality.  We would like to recommend: continue the measures to strengthen HR and ensure that they not be manipulated, continue a dialogue founded on equality, strengthening national efforts aimed at HR protection, ensuring that the ESCR are maintained.

Algeria

The Council is supposed to overcome the problems of the Commission, and it is supposed to undergo the UPR without politicization.  This does not seem to be happening.  Western nations demanding development that took the West decades.  We believe that political questions facing these countries can only be faced by the people of these countries.  We would be grateful if the distinguished delegation would explain how they coordinate their HR efforts.  We encourage Iran to continue promoting cooperation with civil society.  We commend Iran for the value initiatives and recommend that it continues its dialogue.  We commend their being host of a substantial refugee population.

Bahrain

We would like to commend the commitment of the IR of Iran as reflected in the national report in strengthening and promoting HR and cooperating with HR mechanisms despite the obstacles this country is facing.  My country would like to have more information on steps taken to guarantee the right and access to education, esp. at the university level.  We commend the efforts taken by Iran in the field of the promotion of women’s rights.
Japan
Japan considers that there are many serious issues to be addressed regarding the HR situation in Iran, but we commend the efforts that they have made, such as holding talks with Japan, signing convention on people w/disabilities, and promoting the rights of women.  Ratification to CEDAW is still being deliberated by the Council of Guardians.  Japan notes with concern that in spite of the protection of fundamental HR in the constitution, there has been repression of people calling for reform.  Since the election, there have been increasing arrests of activists.  Japan asks that a full explanation be made.  Japan asks that different perspectives be respected and actions be taken in accordance with the law.
Iran

Larijani
Sometimes some biting comments have been made by the Western nations in here.
Judge on delegation

Iran is a country with advanced mechanisms on the resolution of judicial disputes.  The judiciary as an independent branch of govt is tasked with protecting the rights of citizens.  These include open-court hearings, the requirement that the crime and its punishment be explicitly recognized, the assumption of innocence (articles 19-23 of the constitution).  The police may hold a suspect in custody for 24 hours, after which he must be faced with the reason for the arrest in front of a judge.  The accused and the attorney have the right to appeal the decision within 10 days.  In cases of serious crimes, the order of temporary detention is reviewed by 3 judges.  

With respect to the rights of Bahais, all Iranian citizens enjoy equal rights, and color and race constitute no immunity.  The number of religions as considered official religions, Bahai’s are not one of them, but they enjoy official citizenship rights.  The leaders that claim about expelling of some of these students is limitations against some of these Bahai university students has nothing to do with their religious beliefs.  It has to do with that they failed to meet the entrance requirements and they were part of an illegal cult.  Illegal acts were taken out like the defamation of the Islamic Republic and the destruction of property. 

In the Islamic Republic of Iran, there are reasonable conditions for prisoners, based on the implementing regulation, regular meetings with family members, separation based on gender, prohibition of all forms of harassment.  It should be noted that Iranian prisons have been inspected by many international groups.  In Iran, various HR training programs are held for prison managers throughout the country.  Also, the prisoners have access to high school education and those who wish to continue their education through distance education programs.  In Iran, we are making an effort to end solitary cells or expand them to 11 square meters.  Given that execution is recognized under international law and by many countries, the sentence of execution is permissible in the case of serious crimes, after due process, presence of attorneys, and review by the Supreme Court.
Larijani
A lot of senstivities about Bahais.  No Bahai is prosecuted in Iran because he his Bahai.  The sensitive area is a cult type of activity.  They enter it and they can’t get out on their own free will.  These are illegal, even for shia.  Cult type of activity is against the basic HR of the people.  What about rights of Palestinians and Gaza?

All affairs of the state shall be decided by a vote of the people.  In the last year, more than 32 elections were held with over half a billion votes cast.  More than 40 million people cast a vote on June 12th to choose a final candidate.  Votes cast turned into an exemplary exposition of democracy.  Around 90,000 independent observers supervised the collection of the ballots.  The June election led to the establishment of the next govt.  The repercussions of the elections led to imperialist powers interfering in our domestic affairs.  The courts heard the cases of the insurgents and law-breakers.  All cases were duly addressed in competent courts and all defendants had access to the attorneys of their choice.  Let us all strive for democracy and the vote of the majority.  I’d like to underscore Iran’s commitment to HR, freedom of speech and public assemblies.  In Iran, more than 250 parties are registered with the Minister of Interior and are participating in political and social spheres.  Some of the allegations brought against HR activists have to do with espionage, terrorism, incitement to hatred and bigotry, under the guise of being activists.  Free speech may not be deployed for the spirit of hatred and violence.
Indonesia

Indonesia is cognizant of the efforts by Iran to draft new legislation and update its institutions.  My delegation is conscious of the measure taken by Iran to promote and protect HR in their judges and judiciary.  We want to ask if there is the same training for police.  Expansion of women’s roles and the roles of NGOs.  We recommend that Iran continue its policies to promote women, girls and people with disabilities.
New Zealand

We regard the benchmark as those HR standards to which our countries are signatories.  Iran during the post-election period fell short of these standards.  New Zealand recommends that Iran maintain the conventions to which they are signatories.  Despite the ban on torture, it is still not an offense to use torture as punition.  New Zealand recommends Iran invite the SR on torture, codify torture and an offence to law.  Objects to discrimination, concerned with persecution of Bahais.
Poland
Concerned with the report that members of religious minorities are facing discrimination.  Cases of discrimination and harassment are reported.  Recommends that Iran comply with Article 18 of the ICCPR, among other international obligations.  The OHCHR expressed concern at increased violence and the possible excessive use of force by security forces.  Recommends investigation into use of force, establishes international HR institutions in line with the Paris principles.
Qatar

Express our appreciation for the manner in which the national report was prepared.  The report reflected all developments in the field of HR in Iran, including efforts by the government to promote and protect HR and ensure the social wellbeing of their citizens.  Recommends increased access to higher education, increase policies to improve HR infrastructure, to continue efforts for the MDGs, facilitating health services for the nation.

Kazakhstan
The Iranian people are highly educated and Iran has always been a model of a free society.  Recognizing HR challenges faced by the country, Iran has established a series of steps to address those challenges.  It’s worth mentioning that Iran has ratified the core IHR treaties.  Recommends continued implementation.  Recommends reconsidering juvenile execution.  Taking into consideration a high number of disabled people in the nation, recommends taking concrete steps to promote the rights of the disabled in the country.  Commends the concrete steps taken to promote and protect HR in Iran.
Tajikistan

Existing relevant institutions ensures people in the decision-making process.  Cooperation between legislative institution and the promotion of HR.  Recommends continuing force in combating drug trafficking, share best practices in the right to food and fight against poverty.  Share its experience in the realization of the cultural rights of the people, continue its international efforts to create an international order based on cooperation and inclusion.

Czech Republic

Recommends:  ensure transparent and independent investigations of excessive force against protesters and ensure prosecution of those responsible, adhere to Convention against Torture, establish effective complaint mechanisms for victims of torture, establish accountability of officials for torture, review security laws, in areas of the right to privacy, decriminalize consensual acts between members of the same sex, eliminate juvenile executions and executions for crimes committed when under the age of 18
Malaysia

We view Iran’s participation today as reflective of its commitment to engage constructively in areas including HR.  As a fellow developing country, Malaysia understands the enormous and complex challenge to ensure ESCR on the one and CPR on the other hand.  Could the delegation elaborate more on the govt’s actions to enhance the role of minorities and women?  Recommends: in view of its rich history and traditions, continue to promote dialogue and a culture of peace, continue to promote a national HR institution, explore the possibility of undertaking a comprehensive study of HR and best practices based on Islamic law.
Sri Lanka

Wishes to recognize and underscore the significant contribution made over time to culture.  We recognize that the people of Iran have chosen the Islamic Republic as an Islamic regime that maintains its democratic character.  Sri Lanka commends the presence of the Committee of HR and the establishment of HR institutions.  My delegation suggests: continue its effort to promote HR in accordance with the values of the republic, continue promoting dialogue at the national and international levels.
India

An ancient civilization that has contributed to the world in numerous ways, their development is to be commended.  Their protection of ESCR should be commended.  Takes note of cooperation with UNICEF.  Must reconcile religious beliefs with HR treaties to which it is a party.  We request them to continue to strengthen their machinery to promote CPR.  We request the delegation to strengthen HR institutions, in accordance with the Paris Principles.

Italy
Three important areas of concern: Italy is seriously concerned at the systematic use of capital punishment in Iran, esp. against juvenile offenders.  We recommend to introduce a moratorium on the death penalty with a view to its abolition.  While the Iranian constitution provides a set of comprehensive rules protecting freedom of expression and the press, violations of these rights have dramatically emerged, esp. in the aftermath of the last presidential election.  This is alarming and not consistent with Iran’s candidature to the HRC for 2010-2013.  We recommend they fully guarantee the right to freedom of the press, expression.  With reference to people arrested after the presidential election, Italy recommends the right to a fair trial.  We recommend to ratify the Convention against Torture.  Concern about the treatment of religious minorities

President: we have to ask you to conclude. 

Hungary

An alarming amount of children are denied birth certificates and nationalities because Iranian women married to non-Iranian men are not recognized.  What does the govt intend to do to end this discrimination?  Hungary urges Iran to reduce the number of crimes punishable by death.  Since June 12th, many people have been killed.  It is disturbing that actions against participants in peaceful demonstrations tend to be violent.  We strongly recommend independent investigations into these crimes.

Chile

We are alarmed over the excessive use of force after the election.  We recommend that Iran ratify the OP to the Convention against Torture, CEDAW, open the country to mandate holders of the HRC, the elimination of the death penalty to persons under 18 years of age at the time of the crime, elimination of the reservation of the CRC, protection of CPR, guarantee independence of procedures, provide appropriate protection for HR defenders and opposition members, guarantee freedom of speech and expression, religion and belief
Russian Federation

We note the full cooperation of Iran with special procedures.  We believe that we should support Iran’s effort to create a national plan of action and a national HR body in Iran.  Today, many delegations have put forth a whole array of recommendations that are significant in upholding HR.

Iran

Larijani
The recognized religious minorities in Iran are Jews, Christians and Zoroastrians who have coexisted in Iran for a long time and are free to conduct their own ceremonies.  Religious minorities can freely conduct their religious rites and ceremonies, and despite their small populations of under 200,000, Zoroastrians and Jews elect one representative to the parliament, whereas for the rest of the population, each block of 150,000 are allowed to elect a single representative.  With a view to promoting religious minorities, numerous actions have been made with regard to national and constitutional law.  In the field of social and cultural media, they can publish material, organize sports teams, own their own schools and facilities for teaching their traditions and languages.  They can seek government jobs.  They could be employed in university faculties, medical and health professions, law firms and other activities.  Statistics in cultural centers, publications are as follows: 284 churches, 40 churches have been repaired and reconstructed, 21 are to be registered, 52 artistic, social, cultural centers belonging to Christians.  The Jewish community hosts 72 synagogues.  All religious minorities are also active in civil society, including fields relating to women.
The significant advancement of Iranian women’s status is undeniable.  Benefitting from religious principles and strengthening the institution of family, Iran has created a favorable environment for women without hindering them.  They are utilizing the potential of the government to gain outstanding achievement in women’s domain.  There was a 14.15% increase in women in the workplace.  The number of women in higher education institutions increased to 68%.  In the health sector, women’s life expectancy has gone up.  Women GPs have increased 301% and 98% of women specialists are females.  The number of women in managerial positions has increased to a phenomenal level.  There are 508 female judges.  Another notable figure is the number of women in NGOs and HR.  The number of books published by women has increased by 74.21%.  Some outstanding achievements have been gained in the legislative area, such as custody over children, divorce equality and blood money.  In order to prevent human trafficking, legislation was enacting in 2004 to prevent forced marriages.  In 1994, Iran acceded to CRC.  The Minister of Justice is the natural focal point of the convention.  With regard to the prevention of forced marriages, esp in rural areas, Article 3 of the marriage law has codified a heavy sentence for violations.  Children have no criminal responsibility.  This responsibility is given to the guardian or to the correctional facility.  All crimes committed by adults before the age of 18 are prosecuted in juvenile court, even in cases of intentional murders.  Given that the law under Shariah, the govt’s response is limited as to deducing the intentionality.  Even in cases where the next of kin wants retaliation, the govt tries to convince them to accept blood money instead of retaliation.
Syria

The constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran consolidates HR and fundamental freedoms as a general policy of the Republic.  The UNSG as well as IO like UNICEF showed that welfare programs led to a significant improvement of child mortality of healthcare.  Iran has been a generous host of refugees, esp from Afghanistan.  In higher education, 62% of students were women.  We would like to recommend that Iran sustain its designed programs for the availability of higher education and to pursue its efforts to create an international order based on justice and equality.
Armenia

We value the insightful manner by which this reports guides us in the situation of HR in Iran.  We acknowledge Iran’s impact on cultural diversity and civilization.  We would like to stress that the realization of ESCR and recognizing religious minorities represent a huge step.  The Armenian minorities appreciate the steps taken to ensure the protection of Armenian minority rights.  We recommend that the Iranian govt continue with its policy of protecting rights of religious minorities and fully ensuring their political participation.  We recommend that Iran share its best practices in the preservation of cultural heritage.
Austria

Many reports indicate a high number of illegal arrest, torture and even executions.  We call for the immediate end of such practices.  How will the govt hold those responsible accountable?  Religious minorities like Bahai’s and Kurds face discrimination and the death penalty seems applied dispropotionalty to minorities.  Recommend:  end torture, ratify CRC, ensure immediate release of detained persons, respond positively to UN requests to SRs to visit, end harassment of media, bloggers and artists.
Mexico

Would like to make the following recommendations: very concerned about arrests and executions of those accused of plotting against the govt, presumption of innocence should be protected.  As pointed out by the HR committee, to ensure that all minorities, esp the Bahai community should be protected, all children born from Iranian mothers should have Iranian nationality, regardless of the nationality of the father
Netherlands

Gravely concerned about reports of extrajudicial and arbitrary detention, the lack of due process, and allegations of torture.  We recommend that Iran take measures to ensure that no torture, inhumane or degrading treatment take place.  Recommend that Iran ratify the Convention against Torture, facilitate SR visits, provide free and unrestricted access to the internet, abolish the death penalty for crimes committed by persons under the age of 18.  We commend the efforts taken to ensure equality between men and women and we recommend that they ratify CEDAW.
Kirgizstan

In the report, it is stated that man-power-building courses are taken, and the publication of books and manuscripts.  We welcome the fact that Iran is continuing its cooperation with international mechanisms.  Several years ago, a SR went to Iran to inspect their prisons.  Welcomes Iran’s willingness to engage in bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the area of HR.  We recommend that efforts be continued to further education, esp in rural parts of the country, work to reduce poverty, help people find employment, reduce poverty in the most disadvantaged sector and to share their findings with other developing countries.
Slovakia

Deeply concerned about the HR situation in Iran.  Of particular concern is the use of the death penalty on juveniles.  In spite of the declaration of January 2008, public executions are still being reported.  Iranian authorities continue to arrest political activists, students, journalists, as well as individual citizens on various grounds.  Heavy censorship has impacted the internet.  Recommend that Iran comply with international HR standards, crack down on domestic violence and violence against women.  We recommend that Iran combat gender-based violence and to guarantee victims access to justice.

Belgium

Notes with satisfaction that Iran intends to accede to CEDAW.  However, Belgium is concerned that discrimination against women is still enshrined into Iranian law.  Activists have been arrested and detained.  We recommend that Iran ratify CEDAW, accept a visit of the SR on violence against women, freedom of expression.  Belgium advocates the abolition of the death penalty as it has no deterrent effects.  Belgium would recommend that if it keeps the death penalty in place, it at least observe the minimum age of 18.

Denmark

Denmark is seriously concerned about the crackdown on activists since the elections.  An HRW report describes accounts of extrajudicial arrests and rape.  Denmark recommends that the Iranian govt gives its citizens the right to express dissent.  Deeply concerned about widespread accounts of mistreatment.  How will Iran ensure that all allegations of torture and mistreatment be investigated impartially and that those responsible be held accountable?  Recommends ratifying convention against torture and accepting visit of SR.  Concerned with systematic discrimination against religious minorities  
Estonia

What course of action does Iran plan to take in discriminatory action against women?  How do you intend to combat violence against women?  We recommend accepting a visit from the SR on violence against women, adhere to CEDAW.  We would like to ask the govt to Iran if it plans to accede to the Convention against Torture and its OP?  Recommend establishing a national protocol, treatment of detainees follows international standards, extend the moratorium on the death penalty and abolish the death penalty, esp for juveniles

Bangladesh

We are happy to note that the constitution of Iran contains HR and fundamental freedoms.  UN reports have revealed that Iran has made much progress in the area of ESCR.  In the CP area, we have seen judicial enforcement of HR.  Challenges remain.  Iran should remove barriers along gender lines.  We would encourage Iran to continue to support the works of the Committees.  Continue to combat poverty with due regard to regional particularities.
Sudan

We have noted the efforts made by the Iranian govt in the economic and political spheres, but there are concerns in the area of HR because of sanctions unjustly imposed on them.  We would encourage Iran to support HR.  We ask Iran the impact of embargo on HR?  We encourage Iran to build up its society, a society which is capable to cope with this unjust embargo.  My delegation would ask Iran to step up the efforts already underway to incorporate other races into society and appreciates its efforts to enshrine Islamic values into the govt.
Romania

The CRC noted that Bahai’s are subject to imprisonment.  There has been an increase in violence to Bahai’s, particularly destruction of violence.  There has been reported discrimination against religious minorities.  What actions will be taken to end discrimination on religious grounds?  Recommends ensuring religious freedom, giving Bahai’s a fair trial in accordance with international standards.
China

The legislative and judicial establishments in Iran contain HR guidelines.  There has been progress in education, health and social security.  China wishes to thank Iran for its important contribtution to the work of the Asian Group.  As Iran is a developing country, it faces challenges in HR.  China has noted that in the national report, it plans to reduce its literacy rate to 0% by 2018.  It recommends that it reaches the target.
Zimbabwe

Disappointed at the politicization of the HR discourse.  Its achievement in science and technology reveals its commitment to HR.  We recommend that Iran continue its capacity-building efforts in the area of HR, continue promoting defense of international cooperation and solidarity, continue with plans to realize the enjoyment of ESCR and tackle the illegal and unjustified sanctions against this country.  The protection of HR in Iran should be commended.

Vietnam

Pleased to note that the govt of Iran has been making an effort in the areas of HR and fundamental freedoms.  Iran should be commended.  Iran is encouraged by the adoption of the 20 year vision plan that is making a significant contribution to jobs and health care.  Notes Iran’s active participation in the HRC and other international fora on HR.  Recommends: enhance efforts to promote ESCR, continue considering internaction with international HR mechanisms

Kuwait

The presence of the persons on the Iranian delegation reveals their commitment to HR.  We would like to commend the methodologies applied in compiling this report, which reveals Iran’s belief that it needs to promote ESCR.  We commend Iran’s effort in promoting ESCR, esp in its work to improve literacy and help the disabled.  Recommends: continue promoting standard of living, promote the rights of the disabled, ensure access to health, social assistance in rural areas, continue to respect IHL and IHRL in general
Bolivia

Mention is made in the constitution of HR and fundamental freedoms that must be respected and we recognize the major work being done by the Iranian parliament which is made up of people chosen by direct selection.  We’d like to see Iran include more women in the decision-making body.  Recommend: establishing national HR body and HR plan, continue implementing literacy plan at national level, continue fostering training in HR for officials and public authorities, continue taking innovative measures to ensure the fulfillment of ESCR in Iran.
Iran
Larijani
Your fair and decisive leadership has made this a successful meeting.  We take note of all of the recommendations.  Three of my delegation who prepared a report that addressed many questions in here could not present, but the report is available.  During the time of the Shah, I was a political dissident.  I was in the prisons of the Shah.  This notorious regime was enjoying the full support of a number of countries who, today, hurled a number of accusations against Iran.  Clearly, this is a matter of credibility.  We engaged in a policy of building a new order based on Islamic principles.  For your information, Mr. President, each year we are holding one election, and going to the polls is right now part of the political culture in Iran.  Iran is becoming one of the prominent democratic states in the region, a new experience.  We definitely appreciate any cooperation, any dialogue in promoting HR.  But there is a clear difference between double-standards and airing a number of accusations disguised as recommendations.  Our invitation for the SRs are an open invitation.  The number of visits by SRs to Iran are more than in any other country.  There were a number of questions raised by Western and European countries, for example, they suggested that one of our prisons be closed.  When we found abuse, we closed the prison in 24 hours.  Can you compare that to Guantanamo or Abu Graib?  (laughter) Women are more abused in the US than in Iran.  They are respected in Iran.  The legal system is fighting corruption with full force, and also I would like to say that the recommendations in here, we take note of them, we value the spirit of cooperation and dialogue, and a spirit of engagement should be pursued.  We should look at different cultures, too.  It is not true that the only way to live is in Washington or London or Paris, and that the way of life in Western Democracies is not the only way to live.  That is how we live in the Islamic Republic – we are open to other ways of life, but they are not the only ways of life.  We have used the constitutions of Western communities, plus our Islamic principles, as well (applause) 
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