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2009: HOW THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ADDRESSED WORLD’S WORST ABUSERS
3rd Cycle, 2008-2009


	Country
	Abuses
	Resolutions Introduced
	Resolutions Adopted
	Special Sessions
	Investigative Mandates

	Belarus
	Repression of political dissent; media censorship; severe restrictions on freedom of association; systematic use of torture.

Example: In August 2008, Belarus imposed a new media law that further restricts journalists and newspapers in the country. Under the new law, state and local authorities can close independent publications for minor violations and require registration of all foreign journalists entering the country. In one example, the credentials of Andrzej Poczobut, a local correspondent for Poland’s largest newspaper, were not renewed after he reported on the policies of President Lukashenko and the Belarusian security service. Poczobut later received a threat letter warning him that he would face retribution if he continued reporting. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None. Was eliminated in June 2007 reform package.

	Burma
(Myanmar)
	Persecution of political activists, ethnic and religious minorities; extrajudicial killings; forced labor and conscription; land confiscation; media censorship; severe restrictions on freedom of association.


Example: In response to a devastating cyclone in May 2008, the Burmese government obstructed international relief organizations from entering the country and prevented the distribution of emergency relief aid. Nearly 85,000 people died and 54,000 people are still missing today. 
	1
	1 
A/HRC/10/27
See details in Key Actions chart. 
	None.
	Expert on Myanmar.

	Chad
	Media censorship; extrajudicial killings; conscription of child soldiers; violence against women.

Example: In May 2009, conscripted child soldiers were used in a failed offensive by the rebel group, Union of Resistance Forces. Photographs taken after the attack show the scattered bodies of dead children and the faces of over 200 young prisoners who had been transferred to a jail in N’Djamena. Though Chad signed an agreement in 2007 to prevent the recruitment of child soldiers, children are still frequently used in Chad and across the border in Darfur. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	China
	Persecution of ethnic minorities; repression of political dissent; media censorship; severe restriction on the freedoms of association, religion and expression; ongoing human rights violations in occupied Tibet and the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region.
Example: China has continued its long-standing campaigns to repress religious and ethnic minorities. Tensions between the Muslim Uighur minority and Han Chinese in the province erupted in July 2009, when police began firing indiscriminately into at Uighur demonstrators. The Chinese government deployed paramilitary troops, closed mosques, established a curfew and arbitrarily arrested Muslim citizens. Websites and online forums discussing the clashes were shut down, preventing domestic and foreign media from covering the events. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Cuba
	Imprisonment of journalists and pro-democracy advocates; restrictions on freedom of expression and association; media censorship; government economic control.
Example: On June 6, 2008, journalist Carlos Serpa Maceira was taken from his home by state security forces, threatened with deportation and forced to sign a document stating that he would stop all journalistic activities. Maceira was arrested for covering a demonstration in Havana commemorating the 19th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square protests in China, an act that allegedly constituted “counter-revolutionary provocation.” Though he was released, at least 25 other journalist remain incarcerated under similar charges.
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None. Was eliminated in June 2007 reform package.

	Equatorial Guinea
	Media censorship; systematic torture; forced evictions; absence of independent judiciary and political arrests.
Example: Political prisoners in Equatorial Guinea are detained under inhumane conditions, such as solitary confinement up to several years at a time, denial of medication treatment and the permanent use of leg irons. In March 2009, Saturnino Ncogo, a former member of the Progress Party of Equatorial Guinea, died in prison within hours of his arrest. The authorities deny responsibility for his death and claim that he committed suicide by throwing himself from the top of a bunk bed. His death was not investigated and no autopsy was performed. Relatives who received his body three days later said that it was in a state of advanced decomposition and that his skull was fractured. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Eritrea
	Media censorship; persecution of political activists and religious minorities; political arrests and arbitrary detention.
Example: Detainees in Eritrea’s large network of prisons face routine torture, forced labor and lethal starvation. Some are kept in metal shipping containers or underground pits. In August 2009, a 43 year-old Christian man, Yemane Kahasay Andom, a member of the Kale-Hiwot church in Mendefera, died in a military prison after he was tortured and denied medical treatment. After refusing to recant his religion, he was placed in solitary confinement in an underground cell. Andom was one of three other Christians who died under similar circumstances in 2009. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Iran
	Media censorship; persecution of political activists; widespread use of political arrests, arbitrary detention and torture.
Example: Following the disputed presidential election of June 2009, Iranian police and paramilitary forces used excessive force against protestors, including arbitrary arrests, witnessed beatings and point-blank shootings. Four thousand people were arrested and prison abuses have been reported widely. Some prisoners were beaten to death, had their fingernails ripped off and were forced to lick filthy toilet bowls. Young women and men were married and raped on the nights before their executions.  
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Laos
	Severe media censorship; oppression of religious minorities.
Example: Local officials announced a ban on Christianity in July 2009. A year earlier, over 80 Christians were arrested and detained without trial, threatened with death, incarceration and property confiscation if they did not renounce their faith. On July 21, 2008, residents seized a Christian identified only as Pew and poured rice wine down this throat until he died from asphyxiation. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Libya
	Severe restriction of freedoms of expression, association and assembly; media censorship; repression of political dissent.
Example: Prominent political dissident Fathi Eljahmi was held under repeated counts of “trying to overthrow the government” after calling for the democratization of Libya in several public forums. In 2005, he was convicted of capital charges and was held in solitary confinement without medical treatment until falling into a coma. Eljahmi died soon thereafter on May 21, 2009 after being evacuated for emergency medical treatment. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Morocco 
(Western Sahara)
	Media censorship; repression of political activity.
Example: In May 2008, Moroccan security forces used excessive force to stop a student protest at Cadi Ayyad Marrakesh University. After assaulting and arbitrarily arresting students, eighteen members of the National Union of Moroccan Students were sentenced to one year prison terms. The students have been tortured and abused while in police custody, but all requests for investigations into their treatment have been denied. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	North Korea 
	Severe political repression; systematic use of torture; inhumane prison conditions; severe media censorship; forced labor; forced prostitution.
Example: North Korea operates five large prison camps, which hold over 150,000 prisoners. Many were detained for insulting North Korean leader Kim Jong-il or attempting to defect from the country. Former prisoner Jung Gyoung-il described cases of torture, beatings, forced labor and starvation. In one instance, he saw a prisoner whose body was torn apart by attack dogs. 
	1
	1 
A/HRC/10/16
See details in Key Actions chart.
	None.
	Expert on North Korea.

	Russia (Chechnya)
	Intimidation and repression of political activists and journalists; media censorship.
Examples: Prominent human rights activist, Natalia Estemirova, was abducted and forced into a van while leaving her home on July 15, 2009. Her body was later found in Ingushetia with gunshot wounds. She worked on several sensitive cases of human rights abuses in Chechnya and was known as a fierce opponent of Chechen government, which is widely believed to be linked to her death and the deaths of other journalists and political activists. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Saudi Arabia
	Systematic repression of women and non-Muslims; regular use of severe corporal punishment; use of torture and prison abuse; arbitrary detention
Examples: Saudi Arabia continues to deny women fundamental rights and enforces certain practices such as veiling, male guardianship and child marriage. In April 2009, a Saudi judge ruled that the marriage between an 8 year-old girl and a 47 year-old man was legal, rejecting a petition by the child’s mother. The marriage was arranged by the child’s father in order to settle debts with the man.
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Somalia
	Severe political corruption; media censorship and restrictions; continued use of extrajudicial killing, torture, and arbitrary detention. 

Example: Ongoing fighting between Islamist militias and government forces has resulted in over 16,000 civilian deaths since 2007 and 1.3 million internally displaced people. The al-Qaeda supported Al-Shahab militia has forced over 200,000 people to flee their homes into Kenya or pay human traffickers to go to Yemen. In southern Somalia, al-Shahab has wrested control from local government forces and instituted Sharia law. In one instance, the hands and legs of four teenagers were publicly amputated without due process. They were accused of stealing pistols and mobile phones. 
	1
	1 resolution adopted, as a matter of “technical cooperation.” 
(A/HRC/10/32)

The text was non-condemnatory and failed to name the perpetrators of violence. See details in Key Actions chart.
	None.
	Expert on Somalia.

	Sudan
	Sudanese president indicted for genocide in Darfur; mass rape; media censorship and restrictions; suppression of political freedom.
Example: Fighting in Darfur has spread to Sudan’s border with Chad. In June 2009, Arab militias launched a “scorched earth” campaign to eradicate black ethnic tribes in the region, forcing civilians into crowded camps. Rebels torched homes, raped women and stole cattle. In some cases, women and girls were raped in and outside of the internally displaced persons camps as they collected water or firewood. Government security forces have also fired indiscriminately into crowds of displaced Darfurians when attempting to search for weapons and drugs in the camps. Over 200,000 Sudanese refugees have since fled to Chad.
	2
	2

A/HRC/9/17
A/HRC/11/10

Both failed to hold Sudan’s government accountable. One  praised Sudan for its “progress” on human rights. See details in Key Actions chart.
	None.
	Expert on Sudan.

	Syria
	Use of assassinations as a political tool; media censorship and restrictions; suppression of political activity; severe restrictions on freedom of association.
Example: Mesh’al al-Tammo was arrested on August 15, 2008 for his activities as the spokesperson for the Kurdish Future Current group. Security forces held him incommunicado after charging him with conspiracy, which is punishable by death in Syria. The Damascus Criminal Court also convicted 12 pro-democracy activists on October 29, 2008 and sentenced them to 30 months in prison. Eight of the detainees were held incommunicado, were beaten and forced to sign false confessions.
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Turkmenistan
	Intimidation of and violence against journalists and political activists; severe restrictions on freedoms of speech, assembly and religion; forced relocation of ethnic minorities; severe restrictions on freedom of movement. 
Example: Turkmenistan maintains travel bans on activists and journalists, preventing human rights monitors from entering the country. The government has also censored internet access, blocking websites that detail human rights violations in the country. In April 2008, several journalists and their families were targeted. Journalist Gurbansultan Achilova was forced to sign an agreement with the Ministry of National Security that she would no longer report for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. She can be arrested if she continues working as a journalist. In November 2008, the mobile phones of all Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty contributors were blocked. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.

	Uzbekistan
	Continued impunity regarding the Andijan massacre; intimidation of and violence against journalists and civil society activists; repression of political activity; severe media censorship.
Example: Poet and political dissident Yusuf Jumaev, exhibited new bruises, emaciation and other signs of abuse when his daughter visited him in prison on August 17, 2009. He was incarcerated for insulting President Karimov and calling for his resignation prior to the country’s national election in December 2007. Jumaev is locked in a quarantined cell with other prisoners carrying tuberculosis and regularly beaten by security guards. Several thousand other political prisoners continue to languish in prison.
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None. Scrutiny under confidential complaint procedure discontinued in 2006.

	Zimbabwe
	Violence and intimidation of journalists and government opposition; media censorship; extrajudicial killings and torture. 
Example: In September 2009, 31 year-old Mncedisi Thalwa reported to Zimbabwean police that he was sodomized by ruling party chairman John Nkomo, a close ally of President Robert Mugabe. The police refused to investigate the claim, press charges against Nkomo and have arrested Thalwa for “obstructing the course of justice” by making a false report. 
	None.
	None.
	None.
	None.



List of world’s worst human rights abusers based on Freedom House annual survey. For full report and methodology, see http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/special_report/62.pdf. Iran was added in wake of the repression following the June elections.
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