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UN WATCH VOLUNTEER INTERNSHIPS
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
What is UN Watch?
UN Watch is a non-governmental organization (NGO) in Geneva, Switzerland whose mission is to monitor the performance of the United Nations according to the yardstick of its Charter and to protect human rights for all.  UN Watch believes in strengthening the role of democracies within the UN and in the Charter’s guarantee of equal treatment for all nations large and small.  Affiliated with the American Jewish Committee, UN Watch is at the forefront in the struggle against anti-Semitism and anti-Israel bias at the UN.  For more information, please visit www.unwatch.org.
Does UN Watch offer paid internships?
No, unfortunately, UN Watch cannot fund interns.  The only internships we offer are on a volunteer basis, meaning they are unpaid and carry no remunerative benefits.  Interns must find their own funding for travel, health insurance, daily living, lodging and all other costs.  Geneva is an expensive city.
When are UN Watch internships offered, and for how long?

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis for internships during the 2007-2008 academic year, as well as for summer 2008. Generally, the minimum internship period is two months.

What are an intern’s activities and responsibilities?

The activities and responsibilities of an intern typically include a broad range of substantive and administrative research functions.  Substantive responsibilities can include writing reports, drafting correspondence, monitoring and reporting on meetings at the UN, attending and reporting on meetings with diplomats and UN officials, fact-checking and taking notes.  Interns also participate in all administrative responsibilities, which regularly include website maintenance, answering telephones, making photocopies and filing, events support and other office tasks.  
What are the requirements to be accepted?

To qualify, applicants must have:  
1. at least one year of university studies; 
2. a strong interest in international relations or human rights; 
3. excellent English writing ability, preferably demonstrated by publications; 
4. a demonstrable commitment to the UN Watch mission; 
5. interest in combating anti-Semitism and anti-Israel bias;

6. ability to work in a small, team-oriented environment operating under strict deadlines, flexibility, patience, initiative, and intellectual curiosity.
Does UN Watch have offices outside Geneva?

No, our only office is in Geneva, opposite the European headquarters of the United Nations.

How do I apply?
Successful applicants in the past were those who took the time to thoroughly familiarize themselves with our different causes and activities.  Visit us at www.unwatch.org.  To apply, complete and submit the Volunteer Intern application form.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR UN WATCH 
VOLUNTEER INTERNSHIP APPLICATION

To apply for a UN Watch Volunteer Internship, please submit the following, in one complete package:

1. Completed application form.


2. 1-2 publications that you may have (e.g., from a student newspaper). Each submission should not exceed 1000 words.
2. A list of references, preferably including one from an employer (or internship supervisor), with complete contact information. Letters of reference are optional.
For any questions, use the “Contact us” form on our website.
Mail to: 
Internship Program
UN Watch
P.O. Box 191
1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland
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1 rue de Varembé, POB 191, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
______________________________________________________________________________________

UN WATCH VOLUNTEER INTERNSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Please type or print clearly. 
I.  PERSONAL 
Name_________________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth ______________ Gender _______
Passport No. __________________________
Expiry date 

Citizenship _______________________________ 
Birthplace___________________________________ 
Home Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone _____________________ Fax _____________________ Email__________________________
University mailing address, if different from above 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone _____________________ Fax _____________________ Email__________________________

II.  EDUCATION 
	University
	Dates attended 

(mon/yr. – mon./yr.) 
	Degree 
	Major 
	Date Received 
	Grade Average

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	


Secondary school and year of graduation________________________________    Grade Average _______ 

List scores on any major standardized tests taken:
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Language skills (please indicate level where 0=none, 1=rudimentary, 2=fair, 3=good, 4=fluent, 5=native) 

	 
	English 
	French 
	Other:  
	Other:  
	Other:  

	Speaking 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Listening 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Reading 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Writing 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Have you, during your high school studies, university career, or army service, incurred serious disciplinary action? Have you ever been dismissed or suspended from school or the army, placed on probation, or voluntarily absent for an extended period?     Yes ___         No ___         

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, please explain on a separate sheet. 

III.  AWARDS AND HONORS 
Please list any academic and non-academic honors or distinctions you have received. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

IV.  EMPLOYMENT 
 Please list most recent first.
	Name and location of employer 
	Type of work 
	Dates 
	Hours per week 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	


V.  OTHER INTERESTS 
Please list student activities, leadership experiences, academic and political activities, etc. 

	Activity 
	Hours per week
	Offices held 

 

	
	 
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	 
	 


VI.  KNOWLEDGE, EXPERIENCE & COMMITMENT

1. How did you hear about the UN Watch Volunteer Internship?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Have you been active, as an intern or otherwise, in organizations concerned with human rights, government or international relations? If yes, give a brief description of how and when you were involved.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why are you applying? What do you hope to achieve by volunteering as an intern with UN Watch? (in 300 words or less)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. If given the choice, what specific issues would you be interested in focusing on during the period of your internship?  (200 words or less)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5. What do you intend to do after your internship? How will you use the knowledge and training that you receive?  (in 200 words or less)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

6. Read carefully the following UN Watch article: “The Struggle Against Anti-Israel Bias at the UN Commission on Human Rights.”  (UN Watch Briefing 138) Then answer the following questions:  
Is UN Watch different than other major NGOs dealing with the UN and human rights?  How so?

What makes you choose UN Watch over other organizations?  Discuss.  (300 words or less)

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

7.   Feel free to include any other relevant information that would not otherwise be reflected in your

      application package.

VII.  PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS

A. You will be responsible for arranging your own travel and accommodations in Geneva.

B. Geneva is one of the most expensive cities in Europe. 


Since as a volunteer intern you will receive no remuneration, how will you afford to cover your living, lodging, health insurance and other costs?  Will you be sponsored to participate in the internship, and if so, by whom?

_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________


VIII. DESIRED DATES


Please indicate when you would be available for the internship.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
VIII.  PRESENTATION OF CANDIDACY 
I hereby present my candidacy for a UN Watch Volunteer Internship, and affirm that all of the information I have submitted is truthful and accurate.  I have thoroughly familiarized myself with the aims and activities of UN Watch, and I am committed to faithfully carry them out in my capacity as a volunteer intern.  I am aware that as a volunteer intern I will receive no remuneration, and will be required to pay for my own living, lodging, health insurance and all other costs related to my internship.
Name:____________________________________
Signature ____________________________________    Date _____________________ 
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